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When most people hear of someone being 
an entrepreneur, the immediate assumption 
is that he or she is motivated solely by 
money. As is often the case, the common 
assumption doesn’t hold up.
A successful entrepreneur needs intelligence, guts and ambition, but another 
thing fueling them — and one that is often ignored — is the desire to create 
something new.
Some of the men and women you’ll read about in this issue’s cover story are 
seasoned entrepreneurs and some are new; some intend to make a living from 
their ventures and some do not. They are all working to create and sustain something new.
This drive is not unlike the heroic nature that forms the discussions of so many of our literature and 
philosophy classes. It’s not unlike Achilles testing the limits of his humanity in the “Iliad” or Aeneas 
struggling to found Rome or the great explorers seeking the New World.
I would argue that the entrepreneurial spirit, as embodied by Polly and Joe Christensen’s St. Francis 
Montessori School, by Will Richey’s Journeyman Ink, by Jake Thompson and his “Compete Every Day” 
clothing line or by any of the others, will leave the world a richer place than it was before.
 In the words of Pope Francis, “The Christian entrepreneur is encouraged always to compare the Gospel 
with the reality in which he works; and the Gospel asks him to give priority to the human person and the 
common good, to do his part to ensure that there are job opportunities for work, for dignified work.”
The ethos of the University of Dallas transcends each individual college. The desire to succeed, lead and 
serve is alive and vibrant in the Constantin College of Liberal Arts, the School of Ministry, the Braniff 
Graduate School of Liberal Arts and the Satish & Yasmin Gupta College of Business.
ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT & CREATION
PRESIDENT
Thomas W. Keefe, JD
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
Robert M. Galecke
DIRECTOR OF ALUMNI & 
DONOR RELATIONS
Leah Looten, BA ’09 MBA ’14
EDITOR
Bill Hartley
Director of Marketing & 
Communications
ASSISTANT EDITORS
Callie Ewing, BA ’03







Dani Milliken, BA ’10 MBA ’13
Marisa Wolfe, BA ’09 




Polly & Joe 
Christensen




UD alumni use their 
unique experiences and 





The St. John Paul II Generation 11
Students, alumni and faculty remember 
their spiritual father, St. John Paul II, who 
was pope for almost half of UD’s existence.
Whether for Love or for Money 12
Whether raising families, building 
businesses or doing both, alumni put their 
independent thinking to good use.
Thanks for the Memories 18
The UD community bids farewell to Club 
Schmitz, an unofficial UD hangout since 






THEN & THEN & NOW 13
Three generations of the Muncy family, 
who all claim UD as their alma mater, 
compare notes and anecdotes.
DIVERSIONS 20




Former rugger Peter O’Brien, BS ’13, 
and volleyball player Amanda Kitten, 
BA ’13, are transitioning from student-
athletes to scientists.
FINAL WORD 
Economics major Will Chavey, BA ’15
ON THE COVER: Ink, movable type and an 
occasional wrench or two are among the tools 
of the trade for Kate Wyman, BA ’08, who 
uses an inherited antique printing press to 
create greeting cards with her cousin at their 
New Orleans-based letterpress print shop, The 
Grove Street Press.
IN THIS PHOTO: Prior to an evening at 
DaVerse Lounge – the quarterly open mic and 
interactive art event he facilitates – Will Richey, 
BA ’01, leads a tour of Dallas’ Deep Ellum for 





















Les Misérables - Join other 
alumni at the Wyly Theatre 
in the Dallas Arts District for 
a trip back in time to 19th- 
century Paris.
23
First Day of Classes - Satish 
& Yasmin Gupta College of 
Business Graduate Programs
23 
Wine Tasting at Delaney 
Vineyards & Winery - Wind 
down from summer with 
other alumni at a wine 
tasting at DFW’s local 
vineyard.
29
Soccer - Men’s and     
women’s home openers vs. 
Concordia University
29
Volleyball - Season opens at 
Dallas Invite
29 - Sept. 02
Crusader Days - New 
students and their parents 
can acquaint themselves 
with undergraduate life at 




First Day of Classes - 
Constantin College of 
Liberal Arts, Satish & Yasmin 
Gupta College of Business 
(undergraduate), Braniff 
Graduate School of Liberal 
Arts and School of Ministry 
15-26
Professional Viewpoints - 
The Office of Personal Career 
Development sponsors 
two weeks of professional 
panels, workshops and an 
internship/job fair.
21
Constitution Day - Join the 
Politics Department for a 
family-friendly barbecue, 
faculty lecture and patriotic 




Alumni & Family Weekend 
05
Charity Week - Will Father 
Maguire be able to escape 
the jail this year? This annual 
week of fun, games and 
chaos is all for a good cause 
(or a few).
18
Oktoberfest - October 
celebrated German-style on 
Braniff Mall with food, drink 
and live music
24-25
Odyssey Days - High school 
seniors immerse themselves 
in UD culture. 
NOVEMBER
02
All Souls’ Day Memorial Mass
11
Remembrance Day National 
Roll Call - Organized by the 
ROTC Club and Student 
Government, volunteers 
will read the names of 
fallen soldiers aloud in 
Gorman Faculty Lounge in 
observance of Veterans Day.
14
Women’s Basketball - 
Home opener vs. 
Fort Lewis College
15
Men’s Basketball - Season 
opens at the University of 
California-Santa Cruz 
15
Battle of the Bands and 
Chili Cook-Off - Student 
bands vie for spots in the 
spring Mallapalooza lineup, 
while student clubs and 
organizations vie for the 






16th Annual Landregan 
Lecture - The Reverend  
John W. O’Malley, S.J., will 
speak on the topic of his 
book “What Happened in 
Vatican II.”
Visit udallas.edu/thingstodo 
to learn more about these 
alumni or university events 













































JULY 26 MOVIE ON THE MALL. Let your 
imaginations fly away to Oz while your feet 
remain firmly planted on Braniff Mall. You 
bring your family and a picnic dinner; Alumni 
Relations will bring the popcorn for a special 
showing of “The Wizard of Oz.”
OCT. 23-25 UDMC. Co-sponsored by UD and 
the dioceses of Dallas and Fort Worth, the eighth 
annual University of Dallas Ministry Conference 
will be at the Irving Convention Center again this 
year. The Most Reverend J. Michael Miller, CSB, 
will deliver the keynote.
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As UD’s graduates venture into 
the world, they largely transition 
from an academic life, in which 
the parental safety net usually 
still hovers just below, to one 
in which they are expected to 
somehow support themselves. If 
UD has succeeded in its mission, 
its alumni will be prepared for this 
transition, for life and work in a 
problematic and changing world. 
According to Associate Professor 
of Philosophy Christopher Mirus, 
who has given some consideration 
to the “philosophy of work,” this 
should also mean that they are 
able to find joy and purpose not 
only in intellectual pursuits but 
also in the necessary work that 
puts food on their tables.
“God placed man into the 
garden, which man then had to 
till,” said Mirus. “God left the world 
unfinished so that human beings 
could share in the work, in God’s 
creative power. In our daily work, 
we can exercise this power.”
In the working world, it can be 
difficult to sustain the vision found 
at UD. 
The English major who loved 
studying poetry might struggle 
to find inspiration in technical 
writing. The biology major who 
delighted in analyzing genetics 
might find grading papers more 
mundane. But everyone, whatever 
their jobs, can transform those 
jobs into positive experiences 
for both themselves and those 
around them.
“We have the opportunity to 
work with thoughtfulness and 
joy and to have an influence on 





Enshrining Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas
As patroness of the 
Americas, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe’s message to 
St. Juan Diego, “Do you 
not know that I am your 
mother?” needs to be shared 
throughout North Texas.
The shrine’s designer, Jaime 
Dominguez Montes, has 
integrated the shapes of 
native plants, including the 
mesquite tree, into his plans 
for the shrine. The shrine will 
be fabricated by Dallas artist 
Humberto DeGarrio.
Receiving a stone from the 
Hill of Tepeyac is an honor 
granted to only a few places. 
Other shrines with a piece of 
the relic include the shrine to 
Our Lady in Lourdes.
“A SHRINE IN 
THE CENTER 
OF CAMPUS 








After Christmas, President Thomas W. Keefe 
and Director of Continuing Education Programs 
Pia Septien were invited to make a pilgrimage to 
the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico 
City to receive a piece of stone from the Hill of 
Tepeyac - upon which 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
appeared to Juan Diego 
in 1531.
With the Tepeyac stone 
came a charge: to build 
a shrine to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe on the UD 
campus and — most 
importantly — to share her 
story as patroness of the 
Americas.
“As the university     
gains national        
attention and respect, it is 
essential that our joyful embrace 
of our Catholic faith be
manifested in an inclusive,                        
powerful, tangible way,” said Keefe. “A shrine in 
the center of campus will continually remind us 
of our essential mission of Catholic education.”
The shrine’s planning and design are 
underway. Liturgical artist Jaime Dominguez 
Montes, who designed shrines to Our Lady 
of Guadalupe in Lourdes, France, and Madrid, 
Spain, has been commissioned to design the site.
CALLED TO JOIN US? Learn more about how 
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JOIN THE CONVERSATION
Follow these social media sites 
and stay up to date on what’s 





Search for us 
on LinkedIn
NEW COMMITMENTS
Four men and women recently 
began three-year terms as 
university trustees.
Lou Grabowsky, chief operating 
officer of auditing firm Grant 
Thornton
Bishop Wm. Michael Mulvey, the 
chief shepherd of the Catholic 
Diocese of Corpus Christi 
Bishop Michael Olson, who   
leads the Catholic Diocese of  
Fort Worth
Mary Ritter, BA ’85, an attorney 
and former UD National Alumni 
Board president
UD celebrated the completion 
of the Eugene Vilfordi Plaza and 
five campus entry gateways 
in April with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony attended by students, 
faculty, staff and local dignitaries.
The plaza, which honors  
longtime trustee and local 
philanthropist Gene Vilfordi, 
connects the university’s DART 
light rail station to the campus 
core. The plaza features an 
arched footbridge over the pond 
at State Highway 114 and Tom 
Braniff Drive.
The gateways – constructed at 
each of the five major campus 
entrances – create a distinct 
visual boundary for the campus.
WEB EXCLUSIVE. Watch a 
time-lapse video of the bridge 
installation at udallas.edu/
bridgein60 
ONLINE & IN THE NEWS
THE BEST OF SOCIAL MEDIA 
CONVERSATIONS AND MEDIA MENTIONS
facebook.com/ 
udallasalumni
FROM ‘BENEDICTUS’  TO ‘FRANCISCUS’ 
The Class of 2015 was among the last to say 
goodbye to Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI and 
the first to greet Pope Francis. Not content to 
have simply witnessed history, they are now 
trying to make it themselves, by inviting the 
Holy Father to visit them at UD. Their letter-
writing campaign, which has more than 1,000 
followers on Facebook (“Pope Francis @ UD”), 
has attracted the support of local schools and 
the attention of local reporters.
On March 22, we posted, “Word association: 
‘iambic pentameter.’ What’s the first thing that 
comes to mind?” to our Facebook following.
The answers were literary and multilingual. David Fontenot: “He was 
a very perfect gentleknight.” (Geoffrey Chaucer) | Adam Cooper: “To 
break the pentameter, that was the first heave.” (Ezra Pound) | Monica 
Ward Weiss: “A lily that festers smells far worse than weeds.” (William 
Shakespeare) | Joseph Francis Lynne: “Hable en inglés, por favor.”
DUE NEW SANTI
Spring Romers camping out 
in the Vatican to attend the 
canonization of saints John 
XXIII and John Paul II were 
interviewed by NBC 5 DFW. The 
report aired on stations from 































































5 radio, television and 
newspaper interviews, 
including with NBC 
DFW 5 and the Dallas 
Morning News
300+ letters to the Vatican, 
including those from 
Ursuline Academy and 
Faustina Academy students
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“The Judeo-Christian heritage is the principled 
rejection of tragedy in the name of hope,” argued 
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, who delivered the 2014 
Eugene McDermott Lecture.
In his two recent lectures at UD, the emeritus 
chief rabbi of the United Hebrew Congregations 
of the Commonwealth addressed the challenges 
that Jewish and Christian believers face together in 
preserving the sanctity and dignity of human life in 
an increasingly secularized world.
Approximately 500 people attended Rabbi Sacks’ 
lectures. On April 30, he spoke in Lynch Auditorium 
on “The Future of Faith: The Judeo Christian Ethic 
in the 21st Century.” His public lecture on May 1 at 
the Dallas City Performance Hall was “To Heal a 
Fractured World: The Challenge to Faith in the 
21st Century.”  
Rabbi Sacks is currently the Ingeborg and 
Ira Rennert Global Distinguished Professor of 
Judaic Thought at New York University and the 
Kressel and Ephrat Family University Professor 
of Jewish Thought at Yeshiva University. 
From 1991 to 2013, he served as chief rabbi 
of the United Hebrew Congregations of the 
Commonwealth, overseeing a revivification of 
Judaism in the British Commonwealth.
The McDermott Lecture has featured 
important writers, artists, philosophers and 
educators including  Mortimer Adler, Jacques 
Barzun, Francis Fukuyama, Mikhail Gorbachev, Mark 
Helprin, Maya Lin and Derek Walcott. The lecture is 
made possible by a gift from Margaret McDermott 
and is inspired by Louise Cowan, a former English 
Department chairwoman and dean of the Braniff 
Graduate School of Liberal Arts.
WEB EXTRA. Watch Rabbi Sacks’ public lecture at 
udallas.edu/rabbisacks.
A. Rabbi Sacks’ visit would not have been possible without 
the support of a longtime friend of Margaret McDermott, 
Nancy Cain Marcus, who provided the venue and hosted a 
reception for the rabbi at her home.
B. Dallas Mayor Mike Rawlings, with Rabbi Sacks and 
President Thomas W. Keefe, attended the evening lecture 
held at the Dallas City Performance Hall in the heart of the 
Dallas Arts District.
C. The lecture was held in cooperation with the Dallas 
Institute of Humanities and Culture and the Center for Jewish 
Education of the Jewish Federation of Greater Dallas.
‘THE CHALLENGE TO FAITH’
Prominent scholar, rabbi delivers 2014 Eugene McDermott Lecture




































Singer and actress Rachelle Fleming 
has performed with Grammy-winning 
opera singers (Renee Fleming), with 
international jazz pianists (Fred 
Hersch) and for the Obamas, and 
last April she shared her expertise 
and experience with music students 
during a master class on lyric theater 
and opera. Fleming, who also teaches 
musical theater at Catholic University 
of America’s Benjamin T. Rome School 
of Music, is nationally recognized in 
the training and vocal health of the 
contemporary vocal artist. 
The two-day class was free to UD 
students. Fleming’s visit was made 
possible by an anonymous $50,000 












































Thanks in part to a generous 
gift from The Catholic Foundation, 
the Haggerty Upper Art Building 
received a new roof this summer. 
The $25,000 gift is just one 
show of support from the Dallas-
based organization; previous 
gifts benefited the Campus 
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Building upon this idea from 
the past, SB Hall will be part of 
a vision for UD’s future, serving 
to emphasize the value UD 
places on its students with a 
student-centered, state-of-the-art 
facility. It will be a combination of 
interdisciplinary, flexible 
classrooms and public spaces, 
designed to nurture scholarly and 
social interaction and be inviting 
to current and future students, 
faculty, alumni and others in the 
business community for whom SB 
Hall will be a center of ideas and 
conversation.
SB Hall will reflect UD’s 
commitment to sustainability 
with a minimum of Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) Silver certification. The 
building will be energy efficient 
both in the soaring temperatures 
of a Texas summer and in the 
winter when the thermometer 
dips below freezing. It will control 
light and solar heat gain, with 
ample daylight flooding most 
of the interior spaces, and will 
conserve water.
The overall concept of SB 
Hall is to be extremely modern 
and efficient but still match the 
architectural style of the other 
buildings along the core of the 
Braniff Mall. An abundance 
of windows will provide 
transparency both day and 
night, drawing those outside the 
building to the activity within.
WEB EXTRA. Follow the construction 
of SB Hall by signing up for email 
updates. Visit udallas.edu/futurehere.
ONCAMPUS
OUR FUTURE IS HERE
Behind Braniff Graduate Building, near the site where the Dominican 
priory once stood, SB Hall will begin to take shape later this year. As 
UD’s founders once envisioned, this new home of the Satish & Yasmin 
Gupta College of Business will extend the campus’ academic core 
beyond what is now its northernmost point.
PREMIERE NIGHT 
AT THE TOWER
This year’s Tower Film Festival 
featured nine short films contain-
ing the UD logo, a Cap Bar worker 
and either a hashtag or the phrase 
“Thanks, Obama.” In “Long Story 
Short,” which took third place, a 
psychologist battles his patient for a 
woman’s attention. In second-place 
winner “The Doorman,” a UD man 
pathologically holds doors for UD 
women. First prize went to “The 
Bachelor,” in which multiple UD 
women vie for one UD man, who 
chooses the seminary.
BY THE NUMBERS: 
ALTERNATIVE 
SPRING BREAK
Kansas City’s public 
housing projects and 
Tennessee’s “Forgotten 
Appalachia:” these 
were the spring break 
destinations for several 
UD students this year. 
They constructed beds 
and porches, nourished 
the hungry and reclaimed 
an elderly woman’s yard 
from the encroaching 
wilderness, serving two 
of the most impoverished 
communities in the 
United States through 
UD’s Alternative Spring 



















With a proposed gross 
square footage of 45,000, 
SB Hall’s design will aim for 
maximum efficiency in use 
of space while creating a 
welcoming “sense of place” 
for students. Perkins+Will 
Architects’ preliminary 
designs take full advantage 
of the site’s elevation to 
offer unhindered views of 





















































BEDS for summer volunteers in Tenn.
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COMMUNICATION      
IS KEY...
...to directing a successful senior 
studio, the directorial debut of a 
senior drama major. 
“Getting your desired result is 
about how you word things,” said 
Nick Catanese, BA ’14, of Glenn 
Hughes’ “Red Carnations.” 
“Listen to your cast. Everyone 
has valid ideas,” said Skyler 
Patton, BA ’14, who directed 
Edward Albee’s “Marriage Play.” 
“I love bringing minor characters 
to life,” said Clarissa Jugo, BA ’14, 
of Beth Henley’s “Am I Blue.” 
WEB EXTRA. Read more about 
senior studios through the eyes of 
the student directors at udallas.
edu/srstudio.
FOR FIVE YEARS 
BEFORE COMING TO 
UD TO STUDY BIOLOGY, 
SEBASTIAN SCOFIELD, 
BS ’14, KEPT THREE 
BEEHIVES. HE SOLD 
THE HONEY, BUT 
MOSTLY, ACCORDING 
TO SCOFIELD, HE JUST 
LIKED BEES. 
Now, as UD’s Fulbright Award 
winner number 38, Scofield will 
take his hobby to the next level, 
pursuing a master’s degree in 
applied ecology and conservation 
at the University of East Anglia 
in Norwich, England. The 
international study award will make 
it possible for him to continue 
working with the hive-dwelling 
insects over the course of the 
one-year program, during which 
time he will research the functional 
effects of pollinator biodiversity 
upon ecosystems. 
Art lovers will soon be able to earn a humanities master’s degree 
concentrating in the theory and practice of art through the Braniff 
Graduate School of Liberal Arts. 
The new program will feature a two-year course of 
study uniting art history and studio art classes with 
the humanities program’s 
traditional liberal arts focus. 
Students in this program will 
also have an opportunity 
to take drama and music 
classes to count toward the 
concentration.
This new degree track 
is geared toward art 
history and beginning and 
intermediate studio art 
students. Students will be 
able to earn either a Master 
of Arts in humanities or a Master of Humanities 
with a tentatively-titled History and Making of 
Art concentration.
“Combining the history and making, the 
theory and practice, of art really speaks to the 
strengths of our department,” said Catherine 
Caesar, assistant professor of art.
Through this program, educators, art 
enthusiasts and recent graduates can pursue 
art and art historical studies at the graduate 
level. The History and Making of Art track will offer 
evening and/or weekend classes, and an online 
component is being considered to make study easier 
for students with full-time jobs.
The new humanities track is tentatively scheduled 
to be available in spring 2015, commencing with a 
course developed by Caesar titled “The History and 
Making of Performance Art.” The course will focus 
on contemporary artists whose practice rejects the 
construction of permanent objects, focusing instead 
on theatricality, the employment of the artist’s body 
and audience participation.
NEW PROGRAM MERGES HUMANITIES, ART
 
Students in the 
new humanities 
degree track 
will be able to 
take studio art 








artists as well, 
having exhibited 







OF ART REALLY 




Studio and art history 
classes are held in the 
Haggerty Art Village, 
nestled in a treed area 
slightly removed from 
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When Professor of Art Juergen Strunck began teaching at UD 
in 1968, the printmaking program consisted of a single room with 
a broken press. For Strunck, this was raw material for creating not 
only a flourishing printmaking program but also a real tradition. His 
dedication to this tradition kept him at UD for 46 years. He retired 
from teaching in May 2014.
A renowned printmaker with exhibits in museums around the globe, 
Strunck has helped transform UD’s printmaking program. At the heart 
of the tradition Strunck sought to implement was his passion for 
opening new avenues for students. 
Today, students can use a letterpress, as well as make their own 
paper, screen prints, lithographs and more. UD can now offer 
students, in Strunck’s words, “the possibility to explore whatever ideas 
come to mind, without being limited by the facility.” 
The highlight of teaching, for Strunck, has been watching his 
students “grow on their own terms” in the facility and tradition he 
helped create. 
In his retirement, Strunck will continue to create prints from his 
Southlake, Texas, studio, which he shares with his wife, accomplished 





“Must we hierarchize awesomeness?” asked 
Assistant Professor of Economics Aida 
Ramos, when asked her favorite class 
to teach. Ramos, who just finished her 
third year at UD, specializes in the history 
of economic thought and economic 
development.  | Currently, she’s thinking 
about Heinrich Pesch, a German Jesuit 
whose students helped draft the 1891 
encyclical Rerum Novarum, as a possible 
progenitor of modern microfinance.  | “I 
love that at UD I can (and am encouraged 
to) conduct my research and teaching of 
economic phenomena through the lens of 
our Catholic faith.”
▶ “I had two passions: 
helping people and 
bringing others 
to Christ,” said Pia 
Herrera, BA ’13.  
When Herrera signed up for the first 
pastoral ministry class offered at UD in 
fall 2011, she knew she was home.
Now, after becoming the first 
graduate of the undergraduate pastoral 
ministry program in December 2013, 
Herrera is interning as the assistant 
to the first-ever coordinator for 
intercultural ministry for the Catholic 
Diocese of Dallas. The new program, 
one of the first in the U.S., focuses on 
outreach and support for the diocesan 
parishes’ intercultural youth ministry 
programs.
For the next few months Herrera 
will assist the coordinator in visiting 
five local intercultural parishes – 
Hispanic, Vietnamese and Chinese 
– and observing the different styles 
and customs of their youth ministry 
programs in order to provide the 
diocese with insights on how to better 
serve them.
Farm Management, developed as a project in their Mobile App Development 
course, integrates with note-taking app Evernote, which has more than 80 
million users, to enable farmers to more easily track operations in each field.
“It’s really cool to see how our project went from a screen of coding to an 
everyday app that anyone can use,” said Ortiz.
Ortiz and Hansen are both double majors who added the computer science 
major after the program was officially approved in 2012. Ortiz’s other major is 
theology; Hansen’s is business.
THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT...FARM. SENIOR 
COMPUTER SCIENCE MAJORS REID HANSEN 
AND BRYAN ORTIZ BEGAN WORK ON THE FARM 
MANAGEMENT APP WITH HANSEN’S FATHER, A 
WHEAT FARMER IN COLORADO, IN MIND.   
REWIND
Let us count the ways... 
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In seven faculty members the university has found teaching 
excellence. The following word search contains the names of the 
2014 King Fellow, Haggar Fellow and Haggerty Teaching Excellence 
Award winners. Can you find them? 
WEB EXTRA. Learn more about the King/Haggar Fellows 
and the Haggerty Teaching Excellence Awards at udallas.edu/
teachingexcellence. 
TEACHING EXCELLENCE
























▶  Much to the delight of UD students, thinkers John Allen 
and George Weigel visited campus in April to speak on 
Vatican II in the pontificates of John Paul II and Benedict 
XVI.  |  Allen is associate editor of the Boston Globe. Weigel is 
a distinguished senior fellow at the Ethics and Public Policy 
Center and biographer of St. John Paul II.  |  “It was a wonderful 
way to culminate UD’s yearlong reflections on the council and 
its 50th anniversary,” said Mark Goodwin, dean of the School 
of Ministry.
.
A new bishop was ordained in the Catholic Diocese of Fort Worth 
in January, and he’s a face many of those at UD would recognize. 
After serving as rector of Holy Trinity Seminary for five years, 
Bishop Michael Olson became Fort Worth’s fourth shepherd as 
thousands of North Texas Catholics watched in the Fort Worth 
Convention Center.
As rector of Holy Trinity Seminary, Bishop Olson grew enrollment 
and improved the quality of priestly formation. Rev. James Edward 
Swift, C.M., a Vincentian priest from St. Louis, Mo., is the seminary’s 
new rector.
6
ANSWERS: R. Greg Bell (assistant professor, Satish & Yasmin Gupta College of Business, and Haggar 
Fellow); Bill Hendrickson (professor of chemistry and King Fellow); Father Robert Maguire (visiting 
assistant professor of English); Marisa Perez-Bernardo (associate professor of Spanish); Gregory Roper 
(associate professor of English); Gerard Wegemer (professor of English); Scott Wysong (associate 




CHURCHILL, WHO HAS 
TAUGHT AT UD FOR 35 
YEARS, WAS NAMED A 2014 PIPER 
PROFESSOR BY THE MINNIE STEVENS 
PIPER FOUNDATION. THE AWARD ACKNOWLEDGES 
“SUPERIOR TEACHING” AND IS GIVEN EACH YEAR 
TO 10 PROFESSORS IN TEXAS. CHURCHILL JOINS 
SIX OTHER UD PIPER PROFESSORS.
9
Patricio Healy, BA ’14, likes to start 
things: as a UD freshman, he started 
a cleaning company as well as the UD 
Law Society. 
Healy is one of UD’s two Gates Millennium Scholars; the other will 
graduate in 2015. The Gates Millennium Scholars (GMS) Program, 
funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, awards 1,000 
scholarships yearly to minority students with high academic and 
leadership promise.
An economics and finance major, Healy began work at Moody’s in 
New York City after his graduation from UD in May.
WEB EXTRA. Read more at udallas.edu/gatesmillennium.
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4 HAND 
GESTURES TO 
FIT IN AT UD 
1. THE BACKHANDED SLAP 
Used when arguing about 
which Rome semester is better. 
Especially appropriate for juniors 
after Charity Week planning 
meetings.
3. THE POINT 
Satish & Yasmin Gupta College 
of Business students drive home 
a point during a small-group 
Capstone meeting.
2. THE TINY DIALECTIC
Used for explaining the 
development of French verbs  
from Latin, or other critical yet 
subtle distinctions.
4. THE WHIRL 
Used by School of Ministry  
students trying to explain how 
the Trinity can be truly one 
god and three persons without 
overstating either the oneness 
or distinction. Can also be used 




2900% increase. $10 
investment. Not to diminish 
the significance of their 
accomplishment, but business 
majors Lorena Luis Gomez 
Sandoval, BA ’14, and Fabiola 
De Anda, BA ’15, are unlikely 
to see sales figures like these 
again outside the classroom. The 
students earned a profit of $300 
from their initial $10 investment 
by selling roses, chocolate and 
balloons before Valentine’s Day.
The venture was a homework 
assignment in Assistant 
Professor Greg Bell’s Global 
Entrepreneurship course. 
“We both come from 
entrepreneurial families,” said 
Sandoval. “Ultimately that has 
formed the way we think and the 
way we see business.”
SCIENCE & ART OF 
SELF-GOVERNMENT
For the past 13 years, the 
Hatton W. Sumners Foundation 
has partnered with the University 
of Dallas Politics Department 
to fulfill a shared mission — 
encouraging the study of, 
teaching of and research into 
the science and art of self-
government.
Hatton Sumners invests in this 
mission by supporting UD politics 
students, usually eight yearly (six 
undergraduate and two graduate 
students). Undergraduate 
Sumners Scholars receive 
scholarship support their junior 
and senior years and assistance 
with travel and lodging to attend 
conferences and meetings. 
Graduate Sumners Scholars 
receive stipends.
Most of the 50-some Sumners 
Scholars have gone on to careers 
in teaching, scholarship or law.
Those who don’t go into 
teaching still find ways to make 
their voices and these principles 
heard — Matthew Brownfield, 
MA ’08, is partner and founder 
of Murphy Nasica & Associates, 
a Texas political consulting 
firm. Natalia Angulo, BA ’10, is 
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Farley was a philosophy major and a Rome 
student at the time, attending a Mass for 
university students. He’s one of the “JPII gen-
eration,” Catholics who grew up and learned 
to love the faith under the devotion and cha-
risma of the Polish poet’s papacy.
Susan Hanssen, associate professor of his-
tory, is another. She remembers coming home 
from kindergarten and seeing her mother 
crying because the pope had been shot.
“Before that moment, I didn’t really know 
what a pope was,” she said.
St. John Paul II, pope from 1978 to 2005 (al-
most half of UD’s existence), was the spiritual 
father of most of UD’s alumni, named most 
of the Church’s cardinals and bishops and 
served as the primary mouthpiece of Vatican 
II for the laity.
“A funeral, even the largest funeral in human 
history, is insufficient,” said Hanssen. “We 
needed a beatification, a canonization, to 
reconvene and remember what he’d done.”
Farley booked flights to Rome for himself 
and his wife on Sept. 7, the day Pope Francis 
leaked the unofficial canonization date.
“It was our way of honoring the greatest 
saint of our century,” said Farley.
Most people who camped out in the streets 
of Rome after journeying from Uganda, 
THE ST. JOHN PAUL II GENERATION
“I was the last person in St. Peter’s Basilica, standing near the ‘Pieta,’ and 
Pope John Paul II came up to me, grabbed my fingers, winked at me, 
winked at the Virgin Mary and left,” said Andy Farley, BA ’99. “To 
this day, I wonder what was going through his mind.”
Poland, Chile, Dallas, etc., never 
made it into St. Peter’s Square for 
the canonization.
“What they showed on tele-
vision was about half of those 
who showed up. The streets were 
packed like sardines a mile away 
from the square,” said Farley, 
who battled the crowds for hours 
before watching the mass on TV 
from his hotel.
Despite failing to see the 
canonization, those students and 
alumni who were in Rome at the 
time have no regrets.
“Many people would say it 
was not worth it, but despite the 
fact that I didn’t make it in, I was 
blessed to have been there. I re-
ceived gifts of humility, trust and 
patience, which better commem-
orate the lives of these two saints 
(John XXIII and John Paul II) 
than getting a seat in St. Peter’s 
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  about the 
canonizatio
n
Andy, BA ’99, and Tara Farley are part of the “JPII 
generation,” Catholics who matured in their faith 
under the spiritual fatherhood of the Polish pope. 
Joseph Malone, BA ’16, who snapped this photo 
(LEFT) of the canonization Mass, withstood the press 






























WEB EXTRA. Read more about the Romers’ 
adventures at udallas.edu/twopopesaints.
Pope St. John Paul 
II, who proclaimed 
1,342 blesseds and 
482 saints during 
his 26 years as 
pope, was can-
onized on Divine 
Mercy Sunday, 
April 27.
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Many UD alumni take this family “entrepreneur-
ship” even further. For example, many of them 
blog about their families’ everyday troubles and 
joys, promoting family stories and values just as an 
entrepreneur might blog to promote a business.
Take Dwija (Cieslak) Borobia, who attended 
UD from 1997 to 2001 and writes the blog “House 
Unseen, Life Unscripted.” The Borobias have home-
schooled for three years.
“It’s brought our children closer to each other 
and helped me appreciate my kids and their unique 
talents,” Borobia said. “My kids now understand 
better how different people learn in different ways, 
respond to different things, are motivated by dif-
ferent rewards and have different interests.”
The Borobias keep chickens and also had goats 
for a while. They make their own laundry soap and 
their own toothpaste.
“There is, at minimum, a history lesson and a 
science lesson built into every homemaking or 
homesteading project you take on with your kids,” 
Borobia said.
When Elisa Low, BA ’03, became a mother, she 
began making her own cloth diapers.
“It cost $4 to make a cloth diaper, $17 to buy 
one,” Low said.
She sold her diapers on consignment through a 
local cloth diaper store and eventually bought the 
store. For five years, she ran it out of her garage, 
growing $1,000 of inventory to $30,000, expand-
ing into breastfeeding and babywearing products.
“At first, it was like having a hobby that made 
money,” Low said. “Business finances were sepa-
rate from family finances. It had to be self-sufficient 
and make enough money to pay for resources I 
couldn’t provide while I was working, like taking 
our family out to dinner when I couldn’t cook.”
Last year, Low realized the store need-
ed to grow beyond her garage and her 
resources. 
“I realized it wasn’t supposed to 
be me who took it to the next level,” 
Low said. “It wasn’t my passion 
anymore. So I sold it.” It was a tough 
decision, but she knew it was right 
for herself and her family.
Our alumni constantly demon-
strate how a UD education instills 
a creative, resourceful spirit 
into every aspect of their 
lives, whether they’re starting 
families, starting businesses or 
doing both. 
WHETHER FOR LOVE 
OR FOR MONEY
Starting a family can be as much 
an entrepreneurial endeavor as 
starting a business. You must 
constantly examine finances, 
plan and schedule; you must be 
available to your customers  




Daily chemistry lesson or laundry 
soap? For Paul Borobia, it’s both. 
Outside playtime for the 
Borobia children often merges 
seamlessly with a biology class.
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THEN & THEN & NOW
3 GENERATIONS OF MUNCY
DANGERS 
OF BEING A UD
LEGACY FAMILY
Victoria Muncy, who came to UD in her 
50s but didn’t finish her degree due to 
illness. She passed away in 1976.
Professor of Politics Willmoore 






KENDALL COULD GET 
IN AN ARGUMENT 
FASTER THAN ANY 
MAN I’VE EVER 



















SHE WAS A 
LOVELY LADY 




MA ’72, son 
of Victoria.
University 
Professor Louise Cowan; 




Professor of English John Alvis, 
BA ’66 MA ’69 PhD ’73; Associate 
Professor of Philosophy James 
Lehrberger, O.Cist., MA ’75 MA ’78 
PhD ’83; Visiting Assistant Professor 
of English Robert Maguire, O. Cist., 
MA ’70 PhD ’77.
“Fr. Maguire claims he first met me when I was 
an infant. When I was a teenager, Dr. Louise 
had a heated discussion at a dinner party at 
my parents’ house, with one of their lesser- 
informed friends, about whether the film ‘E.T.’ 
is gnostic. Of course, Dr. Louise prevailed.” 





“The first day of freshman year, 
Dr. Alvis singled me out in class, 
asking how all the members of 
my family were doing.” 
- Megan (Muncy) Holobowicz
“For my senior novel presenta-
tion, I was the only one whose 
entire family showed up, WITH 
PREPARED QUESTIONS.” 
- Megan (Muncy) Holobowicz
Mitch Muncy, MA ’94, and Megan 
(Muncy) Holobowicz, BA ’98, children 
of Michael.
Alvis; Professor of 
Theology David 





Politics Jack Paynter; Professor 
of Philosophy Bob Wood.
“I learned to think and speak in the ‘UD’ way as 
a child, growing up around these people.” 
- Megan (Muncy) Holobowicz
INFLUENTIAL
PROFESSORS
“I THINK THE BIGGEST DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN WHEN MEGAN AND 
I WERE AT UD AND WHEN 
OUR GRANDMOTHER AND 
FATHER WERE THERE IS THAT 
UD’S LEGENDARY LONGTIME 
PROFESSORS TENDED TO BE LESS 
HEATED IN THEIR INTELLECTUAL 
































 DIVIDENDS, ESPECIALLY AMONG 
UD ALUMNI. NURTURED BY 
CURRICULA THAT EMPHASIZE 
GREATNESS, THESE 11 GRADUATES 
WANT TO ENRICH THE WORLD 
AND PEOPLE’S LIVES WITH THEIR 
NEW PROJECTS, WHETHER 
THEY’RE STARTING SCHOOLS, 
MINISTRIES OR BUSINESSES.
Richey’s daughter 
performs her own piece 
for the first time at 
DaVerse Lounge, with 
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HOW TO   
SERVE OTHERS 
IN THE WORLD 
OF IDEAS
Entrepreneurial spirit means hav-
ing the courage to act on new ideas 
with the conviction that they will 
ultimately improve people’s lives.
Gerard (Gerry) Jacob, BS ’87, has 
a plethora of such courage. He has 
founded four businesses: Wellfirst 
Health, a diagnostic health care ser-
vices firm; Alpha Practice Advisors, 
which advises and manages profes-
sional practices; Caritas Ventures, 
which explores opportunities to 
add value in emerging and frontier 
markets through consulting and in-
vesting; and Brainzone, a collection 
of entities active in the neurocog-
nitive and human performance 
development fields. 
Jacob also established the Texas 
branch of a fifth company, the 
design and marketing firm Buffalo 
Jump Design. 
Jacob has taken his entrepreneurial 
spirit to the nonprofit world, as 
well, serving on the boards of Cath-
olic Charities of Dallas, Legatus and 
Young Catholic Professionals.
wellfirsthealth.com
What has moved 
Jacob to such an 








The Arts of Liberty Project is an 
online, interdisciplinary resource 
for teachers and students of the 
liberal arts and liberal education. 
Launched in January 2013, it offers 
a wealth of materials, including 
complete courses in logic, arith-
metic, geometry, and astronomy, 
more than 50 study guides on great 
books, and hundreds of art and 
architecture images. The site also 
hosts an online peer-reviewed 
scholarly journal and is the pub-
lisher of Raymond DiLorenzo’s 
posthumous “The Human Word” 
(see page 20).
“It’s not a site that attempts to re-
place what we do in the classroom, 
but a single place where ‘tools of the 
trade’ are collected and ready for 
use,” said Jeffrey Lehman, PhD ’02, 
The Arts of Liberty founder and 
assistant professor of education at 
Hillsdale College.
The website is a collaborative effort, 
including materials from scholars 
and professors around the world.
artsofliberty.org
“We’ve created a place where educators 
themselves can continue to learn from and 
inspire one 
another.”
Response has been 
overwhelming 
as Lehman’s site 
continues to grow.





We all have stories to share, and we 
must each find the individual voice 
through which to share these joys 
and heartaches—the things that 
make us unique but also united in 
common humanity.
Will Richey, BA ’01, teaches chil-
dren and teens to channel emotions 
and stories into spoken word po-
etry and thereby find the power in 
their voices and achieve “emotional 
literacy.” In 2006, Richey founded 
Journeyman Ink, in which he and 
his colleague Alejandro Perez Jr. 
work with youth, frequently those 
classified as “at risk,” to help them 
effectively express themselves 
through the visual and literary arts 
as well as music. 
In addition to programs in schools, 
Journeyman Ink partners with 
the Dallas arts organization Big 
Thought to facilitate DaVerse 
Lounge, a quarterly event in the 
Deep Ellum area of Dallas that 
features both an open mic and 
interactive art stations where kids 
can work with artists to create art of 
their own.
journeymanink.com
“I started all this work with a desire to impact 
culture and sustained the work with the hope 
that we could raise the level of consciousness 
with the way we interact with people of other 
cultures, creeds and backgrounds.”
Richey teaches 
children and 
teens to channel 
emotions and 
stories into spoken 
word poetry.
HOW TO FIND 
OPPORTUNITY 
IN CHANGE AND 
DISRUPTION
Sometimes, to provide the best pos-
sible service to those who depend 
on your unique set of skills, you 
need to take what you’ve learned 
working for other people and use it 
to start a new and better company 
of your own.
Thom Aldredge, MBA ’78, has 
been in the electronic payment 
industry since 1999. He started 
SignaPay of Texas in 2011 in order 
to use some of what he’s picked up 
along the way to help his clients.
“The electronic payment industry 
is, and will be, characterized by 
disruption,” said Aldredge. “Change 
follows disruption. Opportunity 
follows change.”
When the opportunity to better 
serve his clients presented itself, Al-
dredge took it. SignaPay’s mission 




his UD education 
for giving him 
a philosophical 
perspective, which 
guides his rationale 
in business and in 
life in general.
“As a consultant, you straddle a fine line 
between exuding confidence and displaying 
arrogance. You cannot tell a client they’re 
wrong. You must show them there are things 
they can do better.”
“I started my entrepreneurial work in the 
for-profit arena because I wanted to lead 
organizations that provided services of 
the highest quality with the best execution 
consistent with my principles.”






Good business is often about 
building relationships as much as 
anything else. In this day and age, 
we have so many tools for connec-
tion at our disposal, but we need to 
know how to use them.
Rachel (Winstead) Gilliam, BA 
’02, started social media consulting 
firm Punch Presence to help her 
clients build better relationships 
with theirs via social media.
“It’s a huge pet peeve of mine to see 
how companies will put effort into 
their marketing and branding, but 
start a Facebook page and only post 
once or twice a week,” said Gilliam. 
“I want to help companies see how 
a strategic and authentic social 
media presence can improve client 
relationships and create brand 
loyalty in online communities.”
“I work out of a coworking space 
called The Grove in Dallas,” 
Gilliam said. “I have a community 
of like-minded individuals who 
are growing their own businesses, 
access to mentoring from other  





finding the right 
space in which to 
work has made 
all the difference.
HOW TO REVIVE 





When Kate Wyman, BA ’08, inher-
ited an antique printing press under 
the condition that it be used and 
loved, she did the only thing that 
made sense – started a business.
After refurbishing the press and 
apprenticing at Starshaped Press, 
a Chicago-based typesetter, the 
former English major joined forces 
with her graphic design-trained 
cousin Anna Boyer to launch New 
Orleans-based letterpress print 
shop The Grove Street Press.
“We’re proud to be preserving a 
dying craft,” said Wyman. “We also 
like knowing that the cards we’ve 
put so much thought and time into 
go into someone else’s hands and 
facilitate human relationships.”
The cousins are involved in every 
step of their card-making – from 
designing and printing to shipping. 
While Wyman cited “one million 
moments of uncertainty” along the 
way, she emphasized a daily choice 
to work with joy and love her craft.
Instagram.com/thegrovestreetpress
grovestreetpress.com
“UD is where my love for art history and 
words grew deep by the exposure to their 
masters, and letterpress printing is where 
art and words meet in a physical way.”
Wyman empha-
sized a daily choice 
to work with joy 
and love her craft.
HOW TO 
TRANSFORM 
WILD IDEAS INTO 
SACRED SPACES
The wildest ideas are sometimes 
the best ones. Polly (Vaughan), 
MA ’07, and Joe Christensen, MA 
’09, found a sacred space in their 
Master of Arts studies at UD. 
“It was a formative time, planting 
the seeds for so many fireside 
discussions,” said Joe Christensen. 
“It was a sacred space, and most 
of what we’ve done since has been 
an effort to create such a space in 
different arenas. Only in such a 
climate can the wildest ideas grow; 
we’ve found the wildest ideas make 
the most stable institutions.”
In 2009, the Christensens, with help 
from several UD faculty members 
and other alumni, founded St. 
Francis Montessori Irving. 
“We wanted to provide a Montes-
sori environment for young chil-
dren that also had the Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd – a beautiful 
catechetical method founded on 
scripture and liturgy, derived from 
Montessori’s approach to the child 
and education,” said Polly Chris-
tensen. They credit their success to 




“We wanted more children to discover 
the world by real exercise of freedom 
and responsibility, themes into which 
we read extensively at UD.”
The Christensens 
love working with 
children.




In a world in which headlines con-
stantly scream horror, tragedy and 
dire prediction, positive messages 
are needed more than ever. Spread-
ing them, however, can take some 
perseverance.
Jake Thompson, MBA ’08, didn’t 
expect to need so much patience 
when he founded the lifestyle 
apparel brand Compete Every Day. 
He just knew that he had a positive 
message to spread and needed a 
way to do it. A friend suggested 
clothing as the medium, so clothing 
it became.
“I had no apparel, e-commerce, 
fashion or retail experience when 
I launched Compete Every Day,” 
Thompson said. “It’s been a lot of 
trial and error.”
While Thompson never expected 
an overnight success, he thought 
the road to a sustainable business 
with a team of employees would be 
less long and winding than it’s been.
Courage and persistence, along 
with a strong team of supporters 
and the relationships he built in 
UD’s MBA program, combine to 
create Thompson’s recipe for prog-




knew that he had a 
positive message to 
spread and needed 
a way to do it.
“You can’t be afraid to fail. You have to 
try, experiment, adjust and keep moving 
forward – whatever it takes.”
“I’ve been successful because I’ve 
learned what environment I work in 
best and have been forced to grow 
in ways I didn’t realize I needed.”
SUMMER 2014  l  TOWER  l  17
WEB EXTRA. 
Read more about these 11 alumni 
and their “entrepre-know-how” 
at udallas.edu/knowhow.
In addition to being 
involved in every step 
of cardmaking—from 
using the ink to mailing 
them out—KW, BA ’08, 
and cousin Anna plan 
to add printing and 
typesetting workshops 
to the mix, in order to 
expose more people to 





“The American approach to 
economics and business is realistic 
and down-to-earth. It gave me life 
tools that I’ve been able to make 
use of ever since,” said Elisabeth 
Lorgeoux, MBA ’89, of her time 
at UD.
For the last 10 years, Lorgeoux 
has been using those life tools to 
found and run Elisabeth Lorgeoux 
Conseil, a real estate counseling 
company specializing in finding 
and selling apartments and houses 
in Paris and its western suburbs.
Lorgeoux’s most important asset 
in starting her own business: “a 
reliable network.”
“We draw on an international 
private network of clients that we 
have developed over time, to whom 
we can offer a large panel of service 
partners, ranging from architects to 
decorators,” said Lorgeoux.
www.elc-immobilier.com
“It expanded my horizons to be in class with 
professionals who had been working for 
several years in their fields.”
Lorgeoux’s studies 
at UD were 
eye-opening.
HOW TO LET GO 
AND FOUND A 
MINISTRY
For four years Yong Oh, MTS ’08, 
felt the call to found a Catholic 
coffeehouse. For four years, she put 
it off.
“Yet, the Lord was patient and wait-
ed until I was ready,” said Oh.
Now, the Shepherd’s Café is in its 
seventh year providing a coffee-
house gathering place for young 
Catholics in the Dallas/Fort Worth 
Metroplex. Once a month, people 
gather for adoration, evening prayer 
and confession before enjoying 
each other’s company, coffee and 
live music from Catholic artists.
Oh, who has a day job as a senior 
analyst and project manager at 
Southwest Airlines, quickly learned 
how important it was to focus the 
ministry on Christ.
“At some point, we focused on the 
social and concert aspect of the 
ministry versus the importance of 
Christ. When we did this, our at-
tendance dropped and the ministry 
was not growing or bearing fruit,” 
said Oh.“When we reverted back 
to its initial focus…the ministry 
took off.”
theshepherdscafe.com
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At the end of May, Club 
Schmitz, a UD hangout 
since the university’s 
founding, closed for 
good with 68 years 
of beer, burgers and 
memories to its credit.
Club Schmitz opened in 1946 when, after 
serving in World War II, first cousins Law-
rence “Bigun” Schmitz and Leonard Schmitz 
relocated from Lindsay, Texas, to Dallas and 
decided to change their pre-war construction 
careers to something a little different: beer. 
Bigun Schmitz bought a small beer bar 
on Denton Drive and offered his cousin half 
ownership. They named it “Club Schmitz” so 
their family and friends from Lindsay would 
recognize it as theirs.
In the early years, the Schmitzes some-
times had to buy beer in South Dallas liquor 
stores, then sell it at no profit just to keep 
their customers coming back. Their business 
hours depended on how much 
beer they had; when they ran 
out, they closed for the day.
Hamburgers and fries 
soon were added to Club 
Schmitz’s offerings, then 
chili, which became a cus-
tomer favorite. In 1953, three 
years before UD opened its 
doors, a kitchen fire burned 
the original building to the 
ground, so the Club 
Schmitz that generations of UD alumni have 
known and loved is housed in the building 
the cousins constructed in its place, doing 
much of the labor themselves.
UD students, alumni and faculty have 
frequented Club Schmitz since UD arrived 
on the scene in 1956. Visiting Assistant 
Professor of English Father Robert Maguire, 
O. Cist., MA ’70 PhD ’77, will tell you how he 
went there as a student, and many alumni 
who had Father Maguire as a professor have 
fond memories of taking a class trip to Club 
Schmitz for lunch at the end of a grueling 
semester and playing shuffleboard. 
Professor of Physics Rich Olenick has also 
tried to take a class there for lunch and a 
lecture every semester, lugging along his own 
whiteboard on which to scribble integrals 
and wave functions as his students munched 
on fries and burgers, and other patrons cast 
odd looks their way.
“Club Schmitz was the epitome of commu-
nity, beer and authenticity, just like UD. I’m 
going to miss it,” said Christine Uhl, BA ’02, 
summing up the feelings of the UD commu-
nity as we bid farewell to this long-standing 
symbol of UD culture.
SO LONG, AND THANKS
FOR ALL THE MEMORIES
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FROM THE UD 
BOOKSTORE.
Men’s Nike® Polo. 
Dri-FIT moisture-wicking 
polyester is embroidered with 
the interlocking UD athletic logo. 
Three-button placket and knit 
collar. Sizes S-XXL. $52
Women’s V-Neck T-Shirt. 
Knockout Pink, comes in soft, 
comfortable 100% cotton.  
Athletic fit is contoured, but not 
tight-fitting. Sizes S-XXL. $20
Youth T-Shirt. 
100% cotton Granite Heather 
features school name and tower 
logo. YXS-YXL. $14
UD Afghan.
From Pure Country Weavers, 
this 100% cotton double-layer 
woven throw features the 
university seal. Measures 48"x 
69." Machine washable. $56
Phone Covers. 
Show your school colors with 
a stylish cover for your smart- 
phone. Available for Samsung 





Brings memories of Groundhog 
Day celebrations. He’s attired in 
a navy bandana imprinted with 





 alumni survey*,  and 
you could win a
 $50 UD Bookstore
 gift card.
Not only will your opinions and feedback help us create 
programming and communications of interest to you, but you 
might find yourself shopping for a UD t-shirt, sweatshirt or 
some other equally stylish way to show your school spirit.
Begin taking the survey at udallas.edu/survey.
*Participation is voluntary and will take about 10 minutes. Paper and 
digital versions of the survey are available upon request at llooten@
udallas.edu. Ten winners will be chosen at random from all surveys 
completed on or before Aug. 31, 2014.
www.udallasshop.com
20  l  TOWER  l  SUMMER 2014
THE HUMAN WORD
The Author: When Raymond DiLorenzo, professor of English 
emeritus, passed away in 2010, he left unpublished a manuscript 
of “The Human Word,” his monumental treatment of the history 
and philosophy of classical rhetoric.
In a Nutshell: “I suspect that, over time, the book will be seen 
as one of the most important treatments of the history and philos-
ophy of rhetoric that exists,” said Scott Crider, associate professor 
of English, who helped prepare the work 
for publication.
Start Reading: Available for 
free at Jeffrey Lehman’s 
resource for educators 
artsofliberty.org. 




DIVERSIONS  READS  l  EATS  l  SONGS OF SUBSTANCE
RECOMMEND A DIVERSION TO THE UD COMMUNITY. LET US KNOW ABOUT ALUMNI OR FACULTY BOOKS, ALBUMS, 
VIDEOS OR ANYTHING OF WHICH YOU JUST CAN’T GET ENOUGH AT UDALUM@UDALLAS.EDU.
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The Editor: Mary Ann (Buddenberg) Miller, BA ’85 MA ’90, edits this 
collection of contemporary poetry about the saints, including “St. Peter’s Square 
1979” by Alan Berecka, BA ’91. 
“While these poems are not prayers themselves, they give credence to the 
concept of seeking intercession in the midst of many hardships,” writes Miller in 
the introduction.
In a Nutshell: “Most of us, I think, imagine we would be on St. Peter’s B-list, 
invited to the dimly lit bar after space is allocated for the canonized in the well-lit 
banquet hall.”
Start Reading: Available in paperback ($15.95) from AveMariaPress.com.
THE BLIND BUTCHER
The Owner: Zagat named fledgling “The Blind Butcher” 
one of Dallas’ 10 Hottest Restaurants this spring, citing 
the gastropub’s sausage and cocktails. The restaurant is a 
collaborative project of Tony Bricker, who attended UD in 
the 1990s. 
In a Nutshell: Zagat recommends the pork belly pou-
tine and pastrami egg rolls. “Lower Greenville’s new den 
of housemade sausage, beer and cocktails has an attractive 
retro feel that makes it so very easy to lounge for hours,” 
reads the review.
Start Eating: 
Locals can swing 
by The Blind 
Butcher at 1919 
Greenville Avenue 
in Dallas, but just 
be prepared to 
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A few days before graduation, Rev. Charles 
Addai-Kankam, MTS ’14, was looking forward 
to finally meeting some of the professors who 
taught him during his three years studying at the  
School of Ministry.
A priest in the Catholic Diocese of Kumasi, 
a city of more than two million people in the 
West African country of Ghana, Addai-Kankam 
completed his course-
work for the master’s 
of theological studies 
online, 7,000 miles and 
five time zones away 
from UD.
Currently, Add-
ai-Kankam serves as 
campus chaplain for his 
alma mater, the Opoku 
Ware School, a Catho-
lic boarding school for 
senior high-aged boys in 
Kumasi. He and one oth-
er priest are responsible 
for the pastoral needs 
of the school’s 2,400 
students. He also teaches religious and moral 
studies classes.
Addai-Kankam, who was born and raised in 
Kumasi, spent three years as an assistant parish 




UD’s School of 
Ministry.
He returned to Ghana in 
February 2012 with two years of coursework left. 
He worked on his courses in the evening after 
spending all day at the school—a schedule recog-
nizable to many UD alumni.
His favorite subjects of study were the New 
Testament and Old Testament Scripture classes 
taught by Rev. Patrick Madden, adjunct biblical 
studies professor; church history with Marti Jew-
ell, assistant professor of theology at the School 
of Ministry; and Vatican II.
“Even as a priest, I confess that I didn’t know 
that much about church history before my ordi-
nation,” said Addai-Kankam.
Addai-Kankam spoke about the differences 
he observed serving as a priest in such disparate 
locations as North Texas and West Africa.
“Ministry in Africa is tough when it comes to 
materials: for example, books and computers. 
It’s easier to read and learn more quickly in the 
United States than it is in Africa,” he said.
Despite the difficulty with resources, the Cath-
olic community in Ghana is flourishing, accord-
ing to Addai-Kankam, with 19 dioceses in the 




Mike Albert, BA ’82, published his book “Rest-
less Nights: 13 Tales of the Macabre.”
Bishop Daniel E. Flores, BA ’83 MDiv ’87, pre-
sented a lecture, “The Church, the State and 
the Shifting Dynamics of Public Secularity,” at 
Baylor University.
Mary Ann Hoelscher, BA ’85, was honored 
with a lifetime Parent Teacher Association 
membership at Nolan Catholic High School.
Mary Ann (Buddenberg) Miller, BA ’85 MA 
’90, edited “St. Peter’s B-List,” a collection of 
contemporary poems inspired by the saints. 
The book includes poetry by alumnus Alan 
Berecka, BA ’91.
Kirk Dobbins, BS ’86, is senior counsel at Kai-
ser Permanente.
Bradley Seaman, MBA ’88, has been appoint-
ed to the Steel Dynamics Board of Directors.
Richard J. Dougherty, MA ’89 PhD ’93,  
associate professor and chairman of UD’s  
Politics Department, was awarded the McWil-
liams Prize from the Northeastern Political 
Science Association for presenting the best 
paper in political theory at the association’s 
annual meeting.  
1990s
Daoud H. Abu-Joudom, MBA ’90, is the 
country head of internal audit at Standard 
Chartered Bank.
Ralph Jarvis, MBA ’90, has published his book 
“Building a Bridge to Benefits: Why Sustain-
ability Is a Long-Term Commitment and Why 
It Promotes Continuous Improvement.”
Joseph Stibora, MA ’90 PhD ’00, is now a 
United States Marine Corps evaluator, educa-
tor and trainer.
Tony Bricker’s restaurant The Blind Butcher 
was featured in Zagat’s list of “Dallas’ 10 Hot-
test Restaurants.” Bricker attended UD in the 
early 1990s.
Reginald L. Johnson, MP ’95, is a personalized 
education consultant at Startup Learning.
Rudy Bush, BA ’97, has been appointed to The 
Dallas Morning News’ editorial board.
Joseph Cyr, BA ’97 MBA ’99, is a member of 
the St. Louis Business Journal’s 40 Under 40 
Class of 2014.
Ronald Powell Jr., MBA ’97, is the CEO, Atlan-
tic Region at HealthTrust Purchasing Group.
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK facebook.com/udallasalumni¨¨
ALUMNINEWS
Rev. Charles Addai-Kankam 
celebrates Mass at the Opoku Ware 
School, the first Catholic boys’ school 
founded in Ghana.
LIFE EVENTS l  MEMORIES  l  ACHIEVEMENTS
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UD’S THIRD ANNUAL COR CHALLENGE
Christopher Born, BA ’98, became the direc-
tor for teaching and learning in the School of 
Theology and Religious Studies at The Catho-
lic University of America.
Steve Smith, MA ’98 PhD ’01, gave a lecture 
on campus to students on “Poetry and Educa-
tion of Soul in Dante’s ‘Purgatorio.’” His article 
“Masterpiece: ‘Utopia,’ a Workout for Our Wit 
and Judgment” was published in the Wall 
Street Journal.
Bill Tierney, BA ’99, is now senior director and 
CMO chief of staff, Department of Planning 
& Marketing Operations, at Southwest Airlines.
2000s
Will Rosellini, BA ’01, is director of the 
University of Texas at Dallas Biomedical 
Device Center and director and chair of the 
Audit Committee at Marathon Patent Group.
Chad Blando, BA ’03 MBA ’07, was awarded 
the 2013 President’s Award from Mercedes-
Benz Financial Services.
Tiffany Garza, BA ’03, was named the Travis 
Middle School 2014-15 Teacher of the Year.
Jose Basurto, MBA ’04, is an instructional 
design developer for Rent-A-Car.
Glenn Chicoine, MA ’04, has published a short 
version of his dissertation for his doctoral 
candidacy at UD: “Present Potential in Edith 
Stein’s ‘Finite and Eternal Being,’ Chapter 
Two,” in a special edition of the journal 
Quaestiones Disputatae “Selected Papers    
on the Legacy of Edith Stein’s ‘Finite and 
Eternal Being.’”
Shane Lungwitz, BA ’04, is a recruiting 
manager at Robert Half Finance & 
Accounting.
Mutryce A. Williams, MA ’05, recently 
earned the Certified Homeland Protection 
Professional (CHPP) designation.
Charles Lane Cowen, BA ’06, was admitted 
as a postulant in the Episcopal Diocese of 
Rhode Island and accepted to Berkeley 
Divinity School at Yale, where he will pursue a 
master’s of divinity degree.
Jennifer (Hoitsma) Mallios, BA ’06, is a copy 
editor at Mentoring Minds LP.
Anne (O’Brien) Bazin, BA ’07, and her 
husband Mark welcomed their child Isaac 
Joseph in October 2013.
Dillon, MBA ’07, and Chelsea (Simonson) 
Bice, BA ’09, were married on Oct. 13, 2013.
Brittany Cameron, BA ’07 MBA ’09, is a 
mentor, driver and community advocate        
at Lyft.
Loreena Garcia, BA ’07, is the regional 
coordinator at School on Wheels, Inc.
Omar Enrique Garcia, BA ’07, is the 
operations manager at Beretta USA.
Parker Hornsby, BA ’07 MA ’12, is an 
English teacher at Barbara Cardwell Career 
Preparatory Center.
Leave   a lasting legacy 
with a planned gift to UD. 
DISCOVER MORE AT
UDALLAS.EDU/LEGACY.
For two recent graduates of the School of Ministry’s 
Master of Theological Studies (MTS) program, 
retirement isn’t about resting; it’s about serving. Serving 
their parishes has become in a sense a “second career.” 
Laney Sherburne, MBA 
’90 MTS ’14, retired from a 
fulfilling 20-year career in 
human resources and began  
volunteering with her husband 
for their parish’s Rite of 
Christian Initiation for Adults 
(RCIA) ministry.
Sherburne now coordinates 
Friday morning Bible study 
and adult religious education programs, among 
other things, in addition to RCIA. She and her 
husband also serve as a sponsor couple for 
engaged couples. 
“The hardest part of ministry is accepting that 
the Holy Spirit is on a different schedule than I 
am,” Sherburne said. 
Until this past January, Don Kremer, MTS 
’14, was a business improvement manager at 
Acxiom, a marketing services 
company. He retired early, in 
part to care for his wife, who 
has a progressive disability, 
and in part to spend more 
time volunteering in his parish.
 “I love facilitating groups,” 
Kremer said. “I learned how to 
do this in the business world, 
and I’ve found these skills 
translate into the work I’ve done with the parish. 
I also love teaching; I want to share some of 
what I’ve learned at UD.”
Some of Kremer’s hardest work is helping the 
parish’s youth understand the importance of 
their faith. 
“The world is pulling them in many directions.
Our challenge is helping them see the beauty 
and truth of their Catholic heritage.”
Fall Romers defeated spring (but it was a close one), Houston triumphed over Dallas 
and the Class of 1999 raised their participation rate by more than 21 percentage points, 
meaning Andy Farley, BA ’99, must make good on his promise to buy the first keg at 
the Class of ’99’s 15-year reunion in October. These and other cheerful rivalries con-
tributed to the university’s third annual Cor Challenge, a 72-hour alum-to-alum giving 
initiative aimed at increasing participation and scholarship dollars for UD students.
 
























141 ALUMNI joined the CLUB SCHMITZ CHALLENGE to say goodbye to an unocialUD INSTITUTION
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1.  Nearly 150 Dallas area alumni gathered 
during the Cor Challenge to eat their   
last burgers and drink their last drinks at 
Club Schmitz.
2.  The Alumni Advent Mass and Santa 
Social offered crafts for kids and those 
who are kids at heart.
3.  Denver alumni gathered at the top of 
Mile-High City for one of Denver’s largest 
groundhogs yet.
4.  Two groups with an understandable 
amount of overlap — UD alumni and 
the Dallas chapter of Young Catholic 
Professionals — collided for an on-
campus panel discussion on risk-taking in 
faith and business.
5. Face painting and bubbles were no 
match for an old-fashioned race for eggs 
at the Alumni Easter Egg Hunt.
6.  Alumni celebrated Professor of Art 
Juergen Strunck’s 45 years of teaching 
with a printmaking exhibition of his 
students’ work.
7.  A groundhog by any other name… 
Woodchuck Cider joined Liberty Mutual 
and others as sponsors of the Groundhog 
Party in the Rat.
8.  These three MBA alumni, when surveyed, 
expressed a 99.9 percent satisfaction rate 
with the Community Brewery Tour. 
9.  While receptions to the Easter Bunny 
ranged from ecstatic to tearful, some 
were simply too cool to pay him much 
attention at all.
10.  Visiting with “Super” Dave LeMire before 
the 51st Groundhog celebration is a must. 
PHOTO ALBUM
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Patricia (Smith) Watson, BA ’07, and Phillip 
Watson, BA ‘07, welcomed their first baby, 
James Patrick, on Jan. 2, 2014.
Mitch Boersma, BA ’08, has been recognized 
by the Fellowship of Catholic University 
Students as one of the 30 Under 30 Catholic 
intellectuals.
Katie (Lenczowski) Bridges, BA ’08, is the 
communications and alumni coordinator at 
The Institute of World Politics.
James Garrity, BS ’08, took his simple vows 
on Oct. 7 at the Benedictine Monastery in 
Clear Creek, Okla.
Jake Thompson, MBA ’08, was profiled by 
The Daily Progress in Jacksonville, Texas, 
featuring his business, Compete Every Day, 
and his line of “Texas Strong” shirts.
Jessica (McLeod) Hornsby, BA ’09, is the 
admissions coordinator at the Satish & Yasmin 
Gupta College of Business.
Nicole Melman, BA ’09, is a title litigations 
associate at Wacks & McHale.
Bennett Rawicki, BA ’09, is an associate at 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher, LLP.
Molly (McLaughlin) Sullivan, BA ’09, is a 
partner support supervisor at SquareTwo 
Financial.
2010s
Monica Diodati, BA ’11, founded the Little D 
Farmers Market in Dallas.
Kristina Frassrand, BA ’11, is a human 
resources specialist at High Desert Medical 
Group.
Dylan Key, BA ’11, was named one of Dallas’ 5 
Under 25 artists and directed “We Are Proud 
to Present a Presentation About the Hero 
of Namibia, Formerly Known as Southwest 
Africa, From the German Sudwestafrika, 
Between the Years 1884-1915” at Dallas’ 
Undermain Theater.
Jacob Masters, BA ’11, and Lilia Ortiz, BA ’11, 
were married Dec. 21 in the Basilica of San 
Camillo de Lellis in Rome, Italy.
Veronica O’Neil, BA ’11, is the attorney human 
resources assistant at Kirkland & Ellis LLP.
Amy Pen, BA ’11, and Alan Charnock, BA ’10, 
were married in April in Dallas.
Liz Cervi, BA ’12, is now a quality analyst at 
CardinalHealth.
Dale Gilliam, MBA ’12, is CEO of Strategic 
Partner to Marketing Consultancies.
Peter Kennedy, BA ’12, is a transportation 
sales representative at C.H. Robinson.
Mark Kubisch, BA ’12, is the assistant rector at 
the University of Notre Dame.
Lauren Masty, BA ’12, is a business 
development representative at o9 
Solutions, Inc.
 
Join us in praying for the departed souls of 







“We feel really good about the lending 
we do,” said Morgan Jones, MBA ’13. “By 
that I mean, that guy who is financing his 
Bobcat skid steer – that machine is his job. 
His livelihood. He’s a small businessman who 
depends on equipment to make a living and 
we help him get it.”
Jones, a financial planning and analysis 
manager at GE Capital, and his team are 
responsible for budgeting and analysis for an 
$8 billion portfolio of equipment loans and 
leases.
He’s one of the 20-plus UD alumni who call 
the commercial finance giant home, seemingly 
attracted by the fast-paced environment and a 
collaborative workplace culture.
“There are always new projects and initiatives 
happening across the business that require 
focus and execution,” said Natalie Koch, BA ’11.
Koch, a marketing communications senior 
specialist, works with Healthcare Financial 
Services, a business within GE Capital that 
supports health care organizations, developing 
sales support materials and planning events. 
The former politics major also creates content 
and plans events for the GE company’s 
Commercial Women initiative, which mentors 
women in sales and marketing.
Mitch Boersma, BA ’08, was recently named 
one of the 30 Under 30 Top Young Catholics by 
the Fellowship of Catholic University Students 
(FOCUS), in the “Intellectuals” category. Boersma 
is the chief operating officer at the Catholic 
Information Center (CIC) in Washington, D.C. 
“I lead the CIC’s strategic planning efforts and 
manage day-to-day business operations,” said 
Boersma, who was a business major at UD. “My UD 
business education proves more valuable each day.” 
Boersma considers co-founding the CIC’s Leonine 
Forum his greatest professional accomplishment.
“We’re taking the brightest young leaders in 
Washington though a yearlong study of Catholic 
social teaching and its practical application in the 
workplace and in public policy,” Boersma said of 
the forum. 
“My UD education is the filter through which 
I run the noise and clutter of Washington 
to find nuggets of worthwhile insights and 
information, so I can continue to grow as a 
co-worker, as a citizen and as a man,” said 
Boersma, who also received a master’s degree 
in moral theology and ethics at the Catholic 
University of America.
honoring
Doug Lattner, MBA ’75
Retired CEO of        
Deloitte Consulting, LLP
Most Reverend
Daniel Flores, BA ’83 MDiv ’87
Bishop of the
Diocese of Brownsville
John McCaa, MA ’02
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PHOTO ALBUM
Scenes from the 14th Annual 
UD Golf Tournament
Thank you to the 2014 
University of Dallas Golf 
Tournament sponsors, 
who are supporting UD 
students by helping raise 
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Carolina Ordóñez, BA ’12, is a qualified mental 
health professional at Metrocare Services.
Douglas Brefo, MBA ’13, is a supply chain 
analyst at Dal-Tile Corporation.
Donna Morrow, MBA ’13, is an IT project 
manager at Southwest Airlines.
Christopher Mundt, MBA ’13, is director of 
marketing and communications at GeoShack 
North America, Inc.
Sara Rosenberg, MBA ’13, is a marketing 
manager at HDW Commercial Interiors.
In Memoriam
Join us in praying for the departed souls of 
our alumni and faculty at alumni.udallas.edu/
memorial. 
Stan Kroder, professor emeritus, Satish & 
Yasmin Gupta College of Business
Fr. David Balas, O. Cist., professor emeritus, 
Department of Theology; Braniff Graduate 
School dean, 1980-1983
Keep in touch...
by submitting your class notes. Visit alumni.
udallas.edu or email udalum@udallas.edu.
Update your info
Ensure you receive invitations to alumni 




ARE YOU A 
JOURNALIST, TOO?
We want to hear from 
other UD alumni who have 
chosen to work as broadcast, 
digital or print reporters. 
Email your story to 
udalum@udallas.edu.
Eager for the Next Story
 “In journalism, you don’t always have 
the luxury of picking the topic you’re going 
to report. UD taught me to approach new 
conversations with curiosity and joy, regardless 
of my initial interest,” said Natalia Angulo, 
BA ’10, who is a news editor and reporter for 
FOXBusiness.com and credits UD with helping 
her keep an open heart and mind. 
Angulo is in her second year at Fox, but her 
first at FOXBusiness.com, where she writes, 
edits and produces written and video content 
for the news website.
The most rewarding part of the job is being 
able to share people’s stories, according to 
Angulo, who majored in politics at UD. 
“More often than not, the entrepreneurs I 
write about make it a point to thank me after, 
saying I’ve given them a voice. It is incredibly 
humbling because I’m just doing my job, but 
it makes me eager to find my next story,” said 
Angulo.
It Takes a Village to Raise a … Story
“It takes a team to make a story the best 
version of itself in the way it takes a village to 
raise a child,” said John Corrales, BA ’11, a news 
assistant at The New York Times.
“Among editors, reporters and copy editors, 
all of whom are juggling multiple priorities 
while up against strict deadlines, much can slip 
through the cracks: edits, logistical matters, 
sanity,” said Corrales, whose UD degree is in 
English. “Add breaking news to the fold, and 
the threat of fraying and unraveling becomes 
more imminent.”
Corrales maintains a “sense of place” amid 
the onslaught, answering calls, filing edits 
and tracking down contributors. Formerly a 
reporter for The Odessa American, Corrales 
writes for the Times whenever he can and edits 
the weather pages.
 “UD helped me learn to listen to myself and 
to hear what I had to say in the context of the 
tradition that preceded me,” said Corrales.
Reporting to Serve the Church
“The most 
meaningful part 
of what I do is 
knowing that 
I’m contributing 
to the life of the 
church,” said Seth 
Gonzales, BA ’02, 
MBA ’07.
Gonzales is a 
staff writer for the 
Catholic Diocese of Dallas’ weekly newspaper, 
The Texas Catholic. The former English major 
writes stories for the print edition as well as 
shooting, editing and producing video for the 
newspaper’s website.
Gonzales credits UD with playing a major role 
in the growth of his faith.
“Even now, some of those classroom lessons 
continue to challenge my thinking about the 
world we live in and what it means to be a 
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MY (HOUSTON): MAKE AN ALUMNI CONNECTION IN THE BAYOU CITY
The largest city in Texas is home to NASA’s Johnson Space Center, 
a burgeoning energy industry and nearly 900 UD alumni.
ART & ARCHITECTURE
“THE SAN JACINTO MONUMENT AND 
BATTLESHIP TEXAS FOR A SLICE 
OF TEXAS HISTORY. THE MUSEUM 
DISTRICT IS WORLD-CLASS.” 
- PAUL STAUDUHAR, BS ’11 
“THE ROTHKO CHAPEL IS A HIDDEN 
GEM. ON PLEASANT AFTERNOONS 
YOU SEE MUSICIANS PLAYING, 
ARTISTS PAINTING, FRIENDS 
DRINKING AND SOCIALIZING, 
STUDENTS STUDYING AND NEARLY 
ANYTHING ELSE YOU CAN IMAGINE 
AT A PARK.” 
- CHRISTIAN LIEBENOW, BA ’12
“THE MENIL AND ITS ENVIRONS. 
JOHN AND DOMINIQUE DE MENIL 
GIFTED HOUSTON WITH THIS 
MUSEUM AS WELL AS THE ROTHKO 
CHAPEL AND THE CY TWOMBLY 
GALLERY. ALL THREE ARE FREE TO 
THE PUBLIC AND WITHIN WALKING 
DISTANCE OF EACH OTHER.” 










GETTING INVOLVED WITH 
HOUSTON-AREA UD ALUMNI 
“Look me up! I always love entertaining and meet-
ing UD alumni.” - PAUL STAUDUHAR
“Attend Houston UD alumni events. Go to Mass 
with UD alumni, and meet their friends and other 
alumni.” - CHRISTIAN LIEBENOW
“Go to Groundhog. Join the LinkedIn UD Houston 
Network group.” - DAVID WOOD, BA ’90 
Ensure that you’re invited to the next UD 
event held in Houston. Keep your contact 
information, including email addresses, up 
to date by visiting alumni.udallas.edu. 
RICE VILLAGE, THE HEIGHTS, 
MONTROSE & DOWNTOWN 
“Those who complain about Houston probably 
haven’t spent a lot of time in these unique 
parts of town!” 
- CHRISTIAN LIEBENOW
“...Western Academy, where you always 
encounter UD alumni among faculty, parents 
and students, and which now hosts the 
official Houston UD alumni Groundhog 
celebration on its beautiful grounds.” - BETH 
(HOLLAND) BLUTE, BA ’83
“...the Gingerman in Rice Village. (It’s the 
original, so surely they’re UD alumni making 
the pilgrimage.)” - CHRISTIAN LIEBENOW
“...Saint Arnold’s Brewery. Everyone, including 
families, brings their own food and board 
games for an excellent afternoon of ‘UD 
culture.’ I’ve unwittingly run into UD alumni 
there on a number of occasions.” - PAUL 
STAUDUHAR
MOST LIKELY TO SEE UD AT...
“My favorite restaurant is Poscol, an Italian wine bar and 
salumeria for anyone who misses Rome. For brunch, a 
classic Houston restaurant is Benjy’s in Rice Village.” - 
ARNER ROVIRA “The Haymerchant for a good beer and 
excellent food. Also, Bistro des Amis, a small French 
restaurant in a house in Rice Village, which feels like a laid-
back Parisian bistro.” - PAUL STAUDUHAR “We’re talking 
about Houston, so you have to include BBQ and Mexican 
food. Gatlin’s BBQ is arguably the best BBQ joint in town. The original Ninfa’s is 
a popular, solid option.” - CHRISTIAN LIEBENOW
NEXT FEATURED CITY: ST. LOUIS
Our next featured city will be St. Louis. If you live 
in the St. Louis area, email udalum@udallas.edu for 
details on how you can share your favorite off-the-
beaten-track restaurants, hang-out spots and tour-
ist attractions, the most common places to run into 
fellow UD alumni and the best ways to get involved 
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O’Brien, a chemistry major, 
played flanker and eight-man as a 
member of UD’s Rugby Football Club 
all four of his years at UD. 
“Playing rugby was a highlight of my 
college experience,” he said. “It connected 
me to people with whom I would have had 
little interaction otherwise, many of whom 
became my closest friends. It also improved 
my discipline and self-confidence.”
Kitten, a double major in biology and 
Spanish, was the setter on UD’s volleyball 
team her first three years of college, holding 
UD’s record for assists. Not only are her 
volleyball teammates still among her closest 
friends, but the high expectations of being 
a student-athlete at UD gave her the time-
management skills that are benefiting her 
now, while she studies at the University of 
Texas at Austin College of Pharmacy.
“I was subject to the same academic 
demands as every other student,” said Kitten. 
“It was a huge challenge, but I don’t regret a 
single moment.” 
According to O’Brien, rugby fulfilled 
the competitive side of his nature, while 
chemistry is an outlet for his curiosity. Now in 
the chemical engineering master’s program 
at Louisiana State University, he is currently 
developing a microfluidic device that will 
encapsulate single proteins in droplets.
After graduate school, he intends to 
work in energy production, possibly 
finding alternative energy sources from 
semiconductor materials.
While she could do many things with a 
doctor of pharmacy degree, Kitten does 
plan to become a pharmacist. Drawing on 
the ability to multi-task that she learned 
at UD, she is also active in the UT Student 
American Pharmacists Association (APhA), 
of which she will be the Diabetes Awareness 
Committee chairwoman next year.
It’s not an easy feat to be 
a student-athlete at an 
academically rigorous 
school like UD, but 
alumni Peter O’Brien, 
BS ’13, and Amanda 
Kitten, BA ’13, 
wouldn’t have had 






















AN ATHLETE & A SCHOLAR
“I love learning and I love running,” said 
UD’s 2013-14 “Scholar-Athlete of the Year” 
Aaron French, BS ’15, a member of the cross 
country team. Each year, the UD Athletics 
Department bestows this honor upon the 
letter-winning varsity student-athlete with the 
highest cumulative GPA. 
French, who has now received the award 
in two consecutive years, is a chemistry 
major with an applied physics concentration. 
A three-year letter winner who has also 
competed on UD’s men’s track and field 
team, he is a two-time designee to both the 
Southern Collegiate Athletic Conference 
(SCAC) Academic Honor Roll and the United 
States Collegiate Athletic Association’s 
National All-Academic Team. 
This summer, French will study nuclear 
chemistry at San Jose State University as part 
of a program funded by the U.S. Department 
of Energy. He also received a Department of 
Energy scholarship for his senior year at UD.
“Doing well is about the joy I get from 
running and the joy I find in learning,” 
said French. 
Aaron French, 





courses, only to 
hit the trails in 
August with the 
cross country 
team.
PHOTOS COURTESY: AMANDA KITTEN/PETER O’BRIEN
At UD, Peter O’Brien, 
BS ’13, battled it out on 
the rugby pitch; now, 
he spends his days in 
the meticulous work of 
drop making assembly 
(BELOW RIGHT). 
(BOTTOM) Amanda 
Kitten, BA ’13, displays 
products she made 
in compounding lab 
as she studies 
to become a 
pharmacist.
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Most of my siblings jumped at the 
opportunity to earn a little extra 
money, but my then-11-year-old 
sister Lucy rejected the offer. She 
had earned a few hundred dollars 
baby-sitting, so she told my parents 
point-blank: “I don’t really need      
the money.”
In a lot of ways, I think Lucy 
actually had some interesting insights 
into the entrepreneurial world. We 
remember Milton Friedman’s famous 
quip, “The business of business 
is business.” I can see some truth 
to  that — businesses developed, 
it would seem, on the hopes of 
facilitating the exchange of goods 
that people needed to survive — but 
it also rings a little hollow. Where is 
the fulfillment in just trying to make 
money?
I think a lot about what a UD 
education means. I’ve almost become 
bored myself after telling numerous 
prospective employers that my 
rigorous liberal arts education 
has “taught me how to think,” or 
“improved my analytical skills.” 
And it absolutely has. But with an 
education in the humanities comes 
— hopefully — an education about 
the nature of humanity. Somewhere 
in between Aquinas and Locke and 
Lincoln, I think UD encourages 
some simple conclusions. There is 
dignity in every man and woman. As 
naturally social beings, we become 
happier when we share our talents 
and resources with each other.
I think this understanding of 
humanity lends itself to a more 
profound view of entrepreneurialism. 
One of my economics professors 
insists that you can only make money 
if you know something, or know 
how to do something, that no one 
else does. He might be right, and no 
entrepreneur will survive for very 
long unless they can provide some 
sort of competitive advantage. But 
a true entrepreneur — and, I think 
this emerges from so many of the 
UD stories that we hear — might be 
a bit more mission-driven. They can 
articulate, quite persuasively, just how 
their work benefits people. I think 
that’s admirable. 
Will Chavey, BA ’15, is an economics 
major at UD with concentrations in 
applied mathematics and political 
philosophy. Hailing from Ann Arbor, 
Mich., he has been involved on 
campus as Student Government 
president, co-founder and executive 
of both the Alexander Hamilton 
Society and the Student Managed 
Investment Fund, and a track and 
field varsity athlete. 
A MORE PROFOUND VIEW
We own a large number of maple trees 
back home, and one of our neighbors 
approached us a couple of years ago to 
see if he could tap them for sap. This 
created an employment opportunity 
for a few of my younger siblings, as the 
bags to collect the sap needed to be 
monitored periodically. 











































































 Learn more at
 alumni.udallas.edu/afw
Celebrate what makes UD unique, commemorate 
its rich history and connect with friends, faculty and 
family. Events of the weekend will include the time-
honored Faculty Reception, class reunions, lectures 
and the Cor Pour.
